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FOURPENCE (U.S. 


Hall for H-bomb 


petition rally 


GETTING READY FOR THE BIG 


_ CAMPAIGN 


GREAT meeting to launch a petition against 
the use of the H-bomb is to ke held in London’s 
a Albert Hall cn Friday, April 30, at 7.30 p.m. 


This decision was made at a remarkable conference at the 
House of Commons last Wednesday attended by 300 people 


prominent in peace and humanitarian 


unions, the Church, Co-operative and other bodies, and a large 


number of Members of Parliament. 


Chairing the meeting was Fenner Brockway, MP, who expressed 
the hope that a world-wide campaign might develop for the people to 
put pressure on their governments to ban the use of the H-bomb. 

MP, declared that all the political parties in 


George Thomas, 
Britain were deeply moved on this isue. 


Sydney Silverman urged that the Government should be asked 
to declare that this country would never use the H-bomb or allow 
anyone else to do so from Britain. This view was being taken into 
account by the committee drafting the final form of the petitien as 


Peace News went to press on Tuesday. 


Victor Yates, MP, stressed the need for close co-operation with and 
support for the American Friends Service Committee and the US War 


Resisters League. 


Canon John Collins and Clifford MacQuire 
stressed the moral issues which should be 
behind the campaign. People should not only 
sign the petition, said Clifford MacQuire. They 
should refuse to support war preparations with 
their voice, vote or actions. 


An appeal has gone out above the signatures 
of Fenner Brockway, Anthony Greenwood, 
Anthony Wedgwood Benn, Canon Collins, 
Sydney Silverman and George Thomas for 
money to support the Albert Hall Meeting. 
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A COVENTRY 
COUNCILLOR ON 


Our ban on CD 


By Councillor E. A. C. ROBERTS 


COVENTRY has been described in the 
Press as “the first city in the world 
voluntarily to end its own Civil Defence.” 


But the reverse is true. We are fighting for 
the only true defence of our citizens against 
the H-bomb. We have decided to conduct 
a campaign for its abolition. 

As the body responsible for CD—in fact 
the same CD committee which carried the 
burden during the blitzes of the last war— 
we know that the H-bomb is not a shield. 
The only protection for the public is inter- 

national agreement for the total abolition of 
the bomb. The City Council is aware of its 
responsibilities and the seriousness of its 
desision to abolish its CD organisation, which 


ANOTHER COUNCIL 
FOLLOWS SUIT 


BY 32 VOTES TO 18 Ayr (Scotland) 
County Council decided recently that the 
H-bomb has relieved them of the necessity 
of appointing an Emergency Feeding Officer 
for the County. 

Mr. James Reid said that the bomb made 
nonsense of the feeble attempts they were 
making not only in Ayrshire, but in the 
country as a whole to provide emergency 
feeding and protection for the civilian 
population. 

“TI have felt for a long time,” he said, 
“that this propaganda or the setting-up of 
this organisation dulls our conscience in so 
far as the destruction and brutality that must 
accompany the dropping of the bomb are 
concerned. The time has arrived surely when 
when we should have an alternative policy 
to this madness today.” 

Mr. Ried saw the refusal to appoint an 
emergency feeding officer as the first step in 
Ayrshire’s plans to get rid of everything con- 
nected with Civil Defence. 

Mr. R. Stewart, vice- -chairman of Ayrshire 
Education Committee said, “no measure of 
Civil Defence cowd measure up to what 
would be required in those circumstances.” 

TUATOUUUCUCDURNUANTAATSOUESUESAEUGTTAOVARGOUTEAUDONOURASUENEUEOGNCNIOUNTEAINEON 
ae be useless in the event of H-bomb war- 
are 

We are sure that Coventry's population of 
260,000 will actively support our demands for 
action by the national government to remove 
this menace to the lives of our citizens. 

We refuse to be party to the hoodwinking 
of the public by the suggestion that the CD 
organisations can give them defence against 
H-bombs. 

We have already collected several thousands 
of signatures to a petition to the Government 
for steps to be taken against the H-bomb and 
German rearmament. We have special reasons 
to fear the rearming of Germany, having felt 
the full weight of German air strength. Our 
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Dashing away in the 


organisations, trade 


middle of his long 
day's duties last week 
Rev. Dr. Donald 
Soper, President of 
the British Methodist 
Conference found 
(ime to take part in 
the continuous ban- 


the-bomb poster 
parade in the heart 
of London: Picca- 
dilly Circus. The 
parade will continue 
each evening until 
the “Big Test” of 


the H-bomb proper, 
scheduled for April 
22 has taken place— 
or been abandoned. 


Dr. SOPER JOINS IN 


Action on the peace front 


IS FOR HURRY, TOO! 


THE Fellowship of Reconciliation in Britain 

has issued a statement which says, “ We 
have never believed that it is possible to 
isolate individual weapons for condemnation 
or to wage a gentlemen’s war in which certain 
methods are barred. The H-bomb is a logical 
stage in the steadily increasing ruthlessness of 
military development .. . 


“The problem is war itself... We believe 
that we shall not break through the present 
state of fear and suspicion unless some nation 
is prepared to have the courage to renounce 
the way of war and abandon the H-bomb and 
all other armaments. 


“We believe that the first step towards such 
renunciation is for individuals to renounee 
war and all part in it in the name of Christ, 
and accept instead a life-service for the 
enthronment of love in all public and personal 


relationships of life.” 
NEW “VICKY” LEAFLET 


The Peace Pledge Union has issued a 
challenging leaflet for widespread distribution. 
Illustrated by the Vicky cartoon which 
appeared in the New Statesman last week 
showing the Last Man surveying the post- 
World War Three world, the leaflet urges 
“It Must Not Be Like This :” 

“Weapons of wholesale destruction are now 
part of the accepted methods of war. If ever 
there was a moment when the voice of public 
opinion should rise to refuse its sanction to 
this immoral method, it is now.” 

The leaflet is available from The Peace 
Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1., 
at 2s. 6d. per 100 or 22s. 6d. per 1,000 post 
ree. 


The Women’s International League for 
Peace and Frecdom, British Section, at their 
Annual Council in Liverpool passed a resolu- 
tion conveying to the British Government their 
sense of horror at the continuance of H-bomb 
experiments and urged that the Government 
announce forthwith that under no circum- 
stances would they permit the use of these 
bombs from bases in Great Britain. 


Mansfield Peace Group have urged local 
church leaders to organise a united protest 
meeting against the bomb. A resolution of 
the Group reads: ‘“ We reaflirm our conviction 
that, to all who recognise absolute standards of 
morality, mass destruction by atomic and 
hydrogen bombs is no more than an extension 
of the same evil which caused the deaths of 
individuals by so-called ‘ conventional methods 
of warfare.’” The resolution has been sent to 
local churchmen and MPs. It made front-page 
news in the district’s biggest-circulation paper. 


The Bishop of Southwell, Dr. F. R. Barry, 
said in a Lenten lecture at Nottingham: “I 


stand aghast, stricken with a sense of guilt 
somehow, at this new discovery.” He appealed 
to Christians to become “centres of resistance 
to the panic, cynicism and despair” into which 
the world was drifting. 


The Catholic Herald published aw article by 
the editor in which he said: “ an H-bomb race 
is intrinsically suicidal and any country can 
actually make itself safer in the military sense 
by unilaterally declaring that for its part it 
will neither use nor make H-bombs. . is it 
not the spiritual duty of all of us to press 
with all our might for that unilateral gesture 
from our own country—the gesture that might 
set a peak at last to the terrible armament 
race and make possible the start of a new 
era?” 


MINERS AND PACIFISTS 


Pacifist speakers who urged total abolition 
of all weapons were warmly supported at a 
Chesterfield conference on the H-bomb called 
by the Derbyshire Area of the National Union 
of Mineworkers. The conference grew out of 
a resolution passed unanimously at the Area 
Annual Meeting of the Union. The resolution 
called for the ending of atomic tests and the 
holding of top-level meetings. 


Peace News’ H-bomb leaflet has now gone 
out in several thousands for distribution all 
over Britain. Further copies are available, 
price 2s. 6d. per 100, 22s. 6d. per 1,000, post 
free. 


The Pacifist Youth Action Group hit an all- 
time high with London Peace News selling by 
disposing of 104 copies of the paper on a 
single Sunday afternoon by canvassing a Hyde 
Park rally. 


The Irish Women Workers’ Union (Dublin), 
calls upon the women of all nations “ to rise in 
united protest against the present senseless 
policy of the Great Powers in basing national 
defence upon torturing weapons of mass 
destruction.” 


TO DEBATE CONSCRIPTION 


Rev. Norman Perrin and Rev. Basil Viney 
are to debate conscription at a public meeting 
in Swansea on Tuesday, April 20. The debate 
will take place at 7.30 p.m. in the Friends’ 
Meeting House, 200 High St. 


Piccadilly poster parade 


The organisers of the Piccadilly poster 
parade against the H-bomb have stated that the 
parade will continue in the evenings from 
6 p.m. Over the Easter period the demonstra- 
tion will be from 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 
Volunteer paraders should ring TRAfalgar 
1519 at any time for further information. 


Against colonialism too 


NEW MOVEMENT 
UNITES THE FRIENDS 
OF FREEDOM 


Peace News Reporter 

NEW movement parallel with the 

crusade which ended slavery,” was 
the description applied to a meeting in 
London on April 11, when over 300 
delegates, representing trade unions. 
religious, humanitarian and peace organi- 
sations and the Labour Movement 
launched a new united campaign for 
colonial freedom. 


Fenner Brockway, MP, the Chairman, said 
the conference had originated in the desire to 
bring together various bodies concerned with 
colonial problems and which had already 
gathered a great inspirational force. 


In the social revolution of our generation, 
two-thirds of the world were asserting their 
right to liberty. We had to become identified 
with the colonial people in their struggle. 


Effects on censcripts 


Anthony Wedgwood Benn, MP, moving 
acceptance of draft principles for the Move- 
Ment, stressed the fact that the document 
represented the aspirations of millions; it 
became the compass for the new adventure and 
the goal of their intentions. 


Harry Weaver (Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers), referred to the effects 
on young conscripts of service in colonial 
territory. The military should ccase to be the 
tool of irresponsible and fatal policies. 

An amendment, moved on behalf of the 
Peace Pledge Union by Stuart Morris, to sub- 
stitute “‘ Movement” for the word ‘“‘ Congress,” 
in the proposed name of the organisation, 
was carried. 


An amendment pledging support for all 
nationalist movements in colonial territory 
irrespective of what violence they might use 
was defeated after Anthony Wedgwood Benn 
had stressed the importance of maintaining 
the conception of the non-violent struggle. 
The Principles were carried with nine dis- 

sentients, and the Movement for Colonial 
Freedom became committed to support: 


1. The rights of colonial peoples to inde 
dence, and of all peoples to freedom ro 
external economic or military domination ; 

2. The application everywhere of the principle 
of “fair shares for all” through economic 
aid ; 


Haman rights 


3. The application of the Four Freedoms and 
the Declaration of Human Rights to all 
By inet including Freedom from Contempt 

the abolition of the colour bar; 


4. Technical assistance in the underdeveloped 
countries ; and 


5.The substitution of 
imperialism. 

A general council is to prepare a final con- 
stitution for submission to a conference 
during 1955 and settle the basis of affiliation 
fees and the representation of organisations. 
The new Movement, will embrace individual 
members and affiliated organisations, envisag- 
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Gandhi film to tour U.S. 


“TF we had our way,” wrote a San Francisco 

1 fim critic recently, “‘we’d show two 
pictures to everyone.” One, “the most clear- 
cut picture available of an atomic explosion.” 
The other—“ Mahatma Gandhi—Twentieth 
Century Prophet.” 

Well, the American public has had the first 
in the awe-inspiring film of the Eniwetok H- 
test. Now it can have the other. Peace 
Builders, the US section of the world friend- 
ship organisation Servas, is arranging for a 
speaking tour through the South, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania in May and will be glad to show 
the film to any group that can be fitted into 
into the itinerary. Showings in other parts of 
the country are also being arranged. There is 
no charge but contributions will be received 
for a special educational fund for Gandhian 
rural reconstruction workers. 


Story ef non-violent struggle 


Throughout this full-length documentary of 
Gandhi's life and India’s struggle one relives 
the drama of those courageous days. The 
pattern of non-violence unfolds as the Congress 
Party rises under the inspiration of Gandhi ; 
one walks with Gandhi on the famous salt 
march to the sea among the gay, singin 
Satyagrahis. One follows Gandhi and Abd 
Ghaffer Khan as they risk their lives to bring 
peace among the rioting Hindus and Muslims. 

The whole picture is the living story of the 
man who tried out the new-old way of love 
and made it work! 

Bob Luitweiler of Peace Builders who has 
recently returned from_India where he studied 
and lived in many Gandhian ashrams, will 
travel with the film and where desired will 
speak and answer questions on present day 
India’s Gandhian movement. 

Enquiries should be addressed to Servas, Box 
818, New Haven, Conn. 


internationalism for 
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THE CRUX OF THE MATTER 


For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, even this; 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite and 
devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed.—st. 
Paul to the Galatians. 

IHERE are two ways in which a teacher can frame his 

message. He may make the best of society and human nature, 

and seck to improve it and insinuate reform without suggesting 

the necessity of any real break with the past. Or he may pro- 

claim that the existing order is on its way to ruin and demand a 

fresh start and a radical change. The former would scem to be 
more popular today : the latter is the method of Christ. 

To Him mankind was sinful, needing to be redeemed and 
remade. Like the prophets before Him, He does not hesitate to 
tell His hearers that they are flocking down the wrong road and 
that the doom of God is upon them. “Except ye repent.” But 
there is a profound difference between them and Him, for He 
offers Himself as the redeemer of the doomed world, and through 
the sacrifice of His own life expounds the whole process of 
redemption. It is not that He portrays an angry God demanding 
sacrifice for His own satisfaction. The essential thing about His 
revelation of God is Love. —- 

True love requires a change of mind, confession and repara- 
tion, because they are essential to redemption. Moreover, redemp- 
tion concerns the community, and God deals with men corpor- 
ately as well as individually, so that a corporate act of reparation 
becomes an essential of a redeemed community. In line with the 
whole sacrificial system of law, Christ, although He denounces 
what is wrong, identifies Himself with the wrongdoers and offers 
Himself on behalf of the manhood He has taken. But that is not 
in order that the wrongdoer may ransom himself at the price of 
Christ’s death, but that he may learn from the Cross the price 
he himself has to pay. 

The Cross shows not so much the cost as the method of 
redemption. It challenges the sinner with the ultimate meaning 
and character of sin in order that, realising in what he is 
involved, he may change his mind and his ways. 

But the Cross is only part of the process. It links in with 
Christmas, as also with Easter, Ascension and Whitsun. Christmas 
begins the process. “Except ye be converted and become as little 
children.” Easter establishes it, because the underlying signifi- 
cance of the resurrection is not so much to give the individual 
an assurance of immortality, as to vindicate the method of 
redemption. Although it involves the Cross, that is not the end. 
The way of love proves to be triumphant over the worst that man 
can do, Repentance and sacrifice are the way to a new life 
incapable of achievement by any other means, and to the coming 
of the new spirit. “Except a grain of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it abideth alone, but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit.” 

The Ascension and Whitsun fulfil the purpose. In the light 
of the great events a curious phrase in one of the Creeds, “I 
believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son,” becomes clear. The 
disciples had to be convinced that the Jesus, who had been their 
companion, whose death they had witnessed, must be given the 
full value of God, so that from then on all He taught and lived 
would become the very touchstone. 

The Forty Days after Easter convinced the disciples of the 
truth, on which the Ascension set the seal, and the Father and 
the Son became one in their hearts and minds. At last they were 
prepared to give to Christ the full value of God and to see God 
in terms of Jesus, with all that this involved. From that unity 
came the new spirit, and the new beloved community was born 
to carry on the age-long task of the redemptive minority : to keep 
alive in the world the true vision of God, to be the conscience 
of the body politic and to bear the burden of the world’s sin 
and suffering. “ Except a man be bom again.” 

That remains the task of the Christian Church, which it can 
only fulfil if it accepts the pacifism which lies at the heart of 
the Gospel. It is also the task of all who accept pacifism, 
although not prepared to call themselves Christians. Here is the 
answer to the dilemma of the statesmen and the individual in a 
world in which the very method by which they have sought 
security has turned to their own complete destruction. 

It is no use for men and women to be merely shocked at 
the knowledge of what the latest H-bomb means, to have a 
passing flicker of conscience, but evade any responsibility. The 
flash of the H-bomb has revealed the complete immorality of the 
whole business of war and burnt up any attempt to justify it as 
a lesser of two evils. 

The light that pierces even the darkness of Good Friday 
reveals the choice that is good. It calls men to repent, for nothing 
less will suffice. To see war and their share in it not as a doubiful 
policy, still less as a justifiable method, but as the sin which 
betrays at the same time the fatherhood of God and the brother- 
hood of men. It demands a change in their way of thinking, 
their policies, their attitude to others. It calls on them to find 
security in a readiness not to save their own skins, but to risk 
their all; to accept the new scale of values and to make repara- 
tion by dedicating themselves and their resources to the provision 
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The immorality of the 
H-bomb 


ISAPPOINTMENT was felt by 

some of those present at the 

meeting in the House of Commons to 
discuss a petition on the H-bomb. 


The suggested wording was identical 
with the motion proposed by Mr. Attlee 
in the House of Commons debate and 
accepted by the Government. 


Although it was claimed that this 
made it an all-party resolution, it does 
not help to lift the campaign above 
party politics if the claim can be made 
that the petition is in the form of a 
statement which originated with the 
Labour Party. Moreover we understand 
(and regret) that no Conservative MPs 
were invited to the meeting. 


The wording of the petition was also 
open to serious objection on the general 
ground that it avoided the moral issues 
involved and missed the opportunity of 
seeking to gain support for a vital and 
definite —_ lead front the ‘British 
Government. 


Not only so, but there was also 
reason for concern about particular 
phrases, such as “the strengthening of 
collective peace through the United 
Nations Organisation.” Is this a new 
disguise for collective security? 


The only answer 


It was therefore all to the good that 
a straw vote, taken on the suggestion 
of Stuart Morris, General Secretary of 
the Peace Pledge Union, showed over- 
whelming support for Mr. Silverman’s 
suggestion that the petition should ask 
for a precise declaration by the Govern- 
ment that under no circumstances would 
it sanction the use of nuclear weapons, 
or permit their use from bases in 
Britain. 


It is obvious from letters in The 
Times and elsewhere that many are 
being forced to the view, which paci- 
fists have always held, that the only 
adequate answer to the problem of the 
eco is the renunciation of war 
itself. 


We hope that pacifists will continue 
to stress the moral issue involved in 
the present situation and to press for 
a lead from the British Government in 
terms not of fear and expediency, but 
of moral principles expressed in acts 
of repentance and reparation. 


Storm cones hoisted 


THE situation in Indo-China is be- 
coming increasingly a threat to 
the peace of the whole world. 


Peace News in commenting upon the 
recent pronouncement of the new 
American policy based upon immediate 
retaliation, suggested that this really 
meant that America was no longer con- 
tent to accept the military verdict of 
local conflicts, but was prepared to ex- 
tend the whole area of war if the local 
decision was likely to be one which 
the American Government did not 
approve. 


Recent speeches from responsible 
politicians in America have proved the 
validity of that comment. 


Mr. Dulles began by asserting that 
China was “skirting close to aggres- 
sion.” He stated that a Chinese com- 
munist general was at the HQ of the 
Vietminh Command at Dien Bien Phu 
and that the Chinese had sent technical 
advisers, guns, trucks and armaments to 
the Vietminh forces. 

The French Command has stated that 
he did not get his information about the 
Chinese general from them and _ the 
Communists have denied the truth of 
the allegation. 

But even if it were true, has Mr. 
Dulles forgotten that there is a strong 
German contingent of the Foreign 
Legion inside the besieged fortress, that 
America has sent technical advisers to 
the French Forces and that, indeed, 
France could never have continued the 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


war were it not for the fact that 
America is financing 75% of the cost 
and supplying the necessary weapons? 


Dulles demands a 
show-down 


Nevertheless, Mr. Dulles seems deter- 
mined to have a show-down. He has, 
apparently, learnt the lessons of Korea 
to the extent of recognising that there 
would be little support in America it- 
self or elsewhere for a second interven- 
tion along the lines of the united 
action there. But in the face of the 
failure of the action America precipi- 
tated in Korea, Mr. Dulles is now pre- 
pared to risk world disaster by hinting 
at what would be an ultimatum to 
China and at possible military action 
against the Chinese mainland. 

That the recent hydrogen bomb tests 
are intended to give weight to any such 
ultimatum is, in the light of the new 
American policy, beyond doubt. Yet 
the conflict in Indo-China is, after all, 
in essence a French war which arose 
out of the original refusal to end 
French colonialism there. 

It is always necessary to recall the 
original causes of conflict, and when 
Mr. Dulles talks about possible Chinese 
aggression he would do well to remem- 
ber that behind the conflict lies a policy 
of imperialism which has not become 
respectable because the imperialist 
aggression took place years ago. 

We would urge that in spite of the 
threat that American foreign aid to 
Britain and France may depend on their 
reaction to the plans of Mr. Dulles, 
the British Government should resist 
any attempt on the part of America to 
induce them to join in any ultimatum 
to China or to agree to any kind of 
united action along American lines. 

If Mr. Dulles is afraid that the 
success of the Communists in Indo- 
China would lay the rest of the Far 
East open to Communist aggression he 
should at least take the advice of India 
and remember that to precipitate a 
world war is no answer to communism. 


The American menace 


FT is becoming clearer with every 
= week that passes that the Govern- 
ment of the USA presents the greatest 
present danger to the peace of the 
world, the greatest threat of world 
catastrophe. A growing militaristic 
arrogance is terribly evident in the pro- 
nouncements of American spokesmen 
and particularly in those of Mr. Dulles. 

At the time of the Berlin Conference 
Mr. Dulles was making declarations that 
were apparently directed to achieving 
understanding with Russia and China. 
This attitude has now changed to one 
of adamantine refusal of concession 
and conciliation. 

This weathercock vacillation by 
people wielding enormous power is a 
terribly alarming portent. While the 
American Government itself may be 
able to see what kind of approach is 
required if world catastrophe is to be 
avoided it is pulled back to an attitude 
of bullying and irresponsible stubborn- 
ness by the crudely chauvinistic elements 
in the Republican Party and the fire- 
eating section of the Pentagon. 

That world peace, with the present 
stupendous development of the capacity 
for destruction, should be so precari- 
ously held in the hands of people with 
a great capacity for bullying beyond 
the American coastline but with a com- 
plete lack of backbone when it comes 
to dealing with opinion in their own 
political party is a tragic happening. 


Afraid to talk peace 


Surveying the climate of opinion in 
America Mr. I. F. Stone remarks: 

“No-one says ‘Look, the situation 
is so terrible we’ve simply got to live 
at peace with the Russians.’ No-one 
talks that way any more, at least no- 
one who can reach more than a hand- 
ful of people. The country is afraid 
to talk of peace. It is being condi- 
tioned for war, and war will engulf 
all mankind.” 

In this situation we believe that the 
most urgent steps in policy that should 
be taken ought to be aimed at reducing 
American power. 

That such a policy is very limited in 
its possibilities is obvious. The USA is 
the greatest military power in the world, 
with an enormous industrial potential 
to which is now added the stupendous 
destructive power of the hydrogen 
bomb that it is proceeding to manu- 
facture. This basic power cannot be 
reduced except by the world catastrophe 
that has to be avoided. 

It is nevertheless obvious that just as 
it has been part of the world’s problem 
to find a way to live at peace with 
Russia and the totalitarian powers it 
now has to deal with the equally hard 
problem of finding a way to live at 
peace at all in the face of American 
policy. 

There is a twofold problem of “ co- 
existence’: with a Communist Russia, 
and a hectoring and dictatorial America. 

What it is in the power of the rest 
of the world to do is to refuse to 
add to American power in the various 
ways it has been doing since the end 
of World War II. So far as Britain 
is concerned we believe that anybody 
who can perceive the outstanding facts 
of international relationships must real- 
ise that it is highly undesirable that 
Britain should be shackled to American 
policy through NATO. 

A sober assessment of today’s realities 

demands that the necessary first steps 
should be taken to bring this associa- 
tion to an end, just as we should inti- 
mate that we desire the removal of the 
American bomber bases from our terri- 
tory at the earliest possible moment. 
_ There is today a widespread realisa- 
tion in this country of the gravity of 
the situation but we think that recent 
debates have made clear that the mem- 
bership of the Parliamentary Labour 
Party has a more responsible idea of 
what is involved than has the member- 
ship of the Government Party. 

The Labour Party should make it 
clear that its policy is the early ending 
of the British association with NATO 
and the removal of the American 
bomber bases from our country. 


Secret Agreements 


VVE are not concerned about the 
4! several points at issue in the 
controversy but the “storm” in the 
House of Commons over the Prime 
Minister’s disclosures about the Quebec 
Agreement on the atom bomb, and Mr. 
Morrison's subsequent personal explana- 
tion, which involved the statement that 
the Agreement had been a personal one 


between President Roosevelt and 
Winston Churchill which was never 
officially submitted to the war-time 


Cabinet, raises again the whole issue of 
secret agreements. 

We had thought that loyalty to the 
UN charter demanded that all agree- 
ments should be reported to the United 
Nations. 

An agreement between only two of the 
war-time allies was not calculated to 
make for good relations with Russia 
when the war was over. 

If there was to be an agreement be- 
tween Britain and America never to use 
the A-bomb against each other, why 
could not Russia have been included at 
that stage? 

We would urge that the terms of any 
agreement which any Prime Minister 
may wish to make should always be 
reported to the House of Commons be- 
fore it can claim any validity. 


LETTER FROM THE USA — 


By A. J. MUSTE 
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It seems clear that the most useful 
way to employ this space in the present 
week is to present the letter to the 
People of Japan which was adopted at 
the monthly meeting of the National 
Executive Committee, Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, USA, on April 5. There 
are indications that the emotions and 
thoughts expressed in this letter are 
those of considerable numbers of 
Americans not usually thought of as 
pacifists. The letter is being sent to 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation in 
Japan for widespread distribution there. 


To THE PEOPLE OF JAPAN: 


Through our fellow-members of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation in Japan we 
of the Executive Committee and Staff of 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation in the 
United States send this message to you. 
We voice the feelings and sentiments of 
the 12,000 members of the Fellowship in 
this country. 


First of all, we send our condolences 
to the 23 members of the crew of the 
Fukuryu Maru (Lucky Dragon) and_ the 
members of their families for the calam- 
ity that overtook them as a result of 
American tests of nuclear weapons. We 
pray that recovery may be rapid and com- 
plete in the case of all of them. 


Were there any danger that the United 
States government would not fully pay the 
expenses of treatment and compensate them 
for the material damages which they have 


sustained, our own members, and indeed 
multitudes of other Americans, would 
eagerly help to meet these needs. 


What troubles us most profoundly, how- 
ever, is the policy which our government 
has followed in recent years. 


The incident of radioactive ash that fell 
on the Fukuryu Maru and blighted its cargo 
of fish destined for the feeding of people 
living on a standard much inferior to our 
own, was an “accidental” and minor by- 
product of this policy. Yet the “ incident ” 
which befell their ship and its crew is sym- 
bolic of the plight in which the whole race 
of man now finds itself. 

It is a vivid reminder that a monstrous 


ing” with pre-atomic weapons to which 
Tokyo and other Japanese cities had been 
subjected at earlier dates, we had “ sinned 
against God and against the people of 
Japan.” They called upon us to repent of 
this sin. 


There has been no repentance save on the 
part of a few—and it may be even on their 
part not in deep agony of soul. Instead there 
is the unilateral decision to produce the 
H-bomb and to perform the recent tests 
with their appalling results. 


Concurrently, it has been the policy of 
this nation’s government to bring heavy 
pressure to bear upon the government and 
people of Japan to rearm. This policy has 


TO THE PEOPLE OF JAPAN 


evil has been let loose upon the earth, and 
that all things—men themselves, their cities, 
their universities, the crops which they have 
laboriously toiled to produce, the plains, 
the mountains and the seas themselves—are 
now exposed to sudden apocalyptic visita- 
tions of this evil. That this is so was the 
Spontaneous reaction of multitudes in this 
and other lands when the news of your ill- 
fortune broke suddenly and was carried 
around the earth. 


_Early in 1946 a group of the most disting- 
uished Christian theologians in this country 
declared in a study presented to the National 
Council of Churches of Christ, that not only 
in dropping the A-bomb on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki but in the “obliteration bomb- 


now been persistently followed for nearly 
half a decade, in spite of the fact that this 
rearmament is a direct violation of the con- 
stitutional prohibition of military prepara- 
tions and war which the former US 
Occupation Authority warmly approved, if 
indeed it did not initiate and draft this 
provision of your Constitution. 


Under these circumstances, it is with 
deeply grieved hearts and troubled minds 
that we send this message to the Japanese 
people. We hope that you will not be 
moved to hate or look down upon the 
people of this country and its leaders, even 
though during the War many of them 
yielded to the temptation to hate Japanese 
and regard them as inferior beings. 


As Christian pacifists we are calling upon 
our government immediately to suspend the 
H-bomb tests and similar projects and, at 
the very least, to give immediate assurance 
to the world that it will not engage in any 
more such experiments by unilateral decision 
and under its own sole control. 


We do not believe that hopeful steps 
toward general agreement to disarm can be 
taken in the atmosphere of suspicion and 
dread created by such experiments. 


But beyond this, we are again calling 
upon our fellow-citizens and our govern- 
ment to abandon not only atomic but all 
weapons. 


We are urging them without waiting for 
other nations to agree, to renounce the 
suicidal and diabolical means of war which 
can but corrupt and negate any good ends 
men and governments may seek to serve. 
We shall plead especially with our fellow 
Christians and the churches of our own 
and other lands to heed in this day of terror 
the prophetic word: “Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord.” 

The sobering impact of the development 
dramatised by the recent nuclear weapon 
tests has, we are convinced, disposed many 
people in our land to turn anew to God 
for wisdom to discern, and courage and 
faith to pursue, a new way. 

We proclaim this call to disarm and to 
find a better way, though we are well aware 
that the Soviet Union is also engaged in 


@ On back page 
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YOUR BOMB 


BRITAIN: The Archbishop of York, Dr. 
Garhett said last week that the Church must 
protest with all its might against the use of 
weapons like the H-bomb for indiscriminate 
mas destruction. “It is childish to speak as. if 
this was on a par with the discovery of gun- 
powder . . . it is different in kind, rather than 
in degree, from all other previous weapons of 
war. The Church must call upon all the 
nations to prevent appalling terror from being 
loosed on the human race. I doubt if the 
danger would be averted by one nation refus- 
ing to make these ghastly weapons. Such a 
refusal of one nation might even increase the 
risk of war.” 

JAPAN: The condition of all 23 Japanese 
fishermen affected by the March 1, H-bomb 
explosion is reported to be deteriorating. Their 
blood count is decreasing and it is said that 
even if it improved they might never be able 
to do strenuous work again. 

They have refused to allow American experts 
to examine them because they fear they will 
be treated as guinea pigs. 

An American senator’s statement that the 
23 fishermen might have been spying on the 
tests has been badly reccived. 

SWITZERLAND: The conference of ex- 
perts called by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross has held its first meeting. The 
experts are to consider means of bringing the 
Geneva conventions on protection of non- 
combatants into line with the latest develop- 
ments in warfare. Russia, Poland and East 
Germany did not attend although invited, 

USA: Wm. L. Laurence, scientific corres- 
pondent of the New York Times writes “the 
new chemical compound that has revolution- 
ised the production of the hydrogen bomb now 
makes it certain that the most dreaded weapon 
of all—the cobalt bomb—also can be success- 
fully built.’ Such a weapon would be so 
terrible that it could not be used in advance 
of war. The experiments at Eniwetok had 
transferred the theoretical possibility of a 
cobalt bomb into the realm of fact. The cobalt 
bomb is the type of hydrogen bomb of which 
Einstein wrete in 1950: “if successful, radio- 
active poisoning of the atmosphere, and hence 
annihilation of any life on earth, will have 
been brought within the range of, technical 
possibilities.” 


ANNIVERSARY DINNER 
FOR WORLDOVER PRESS 


NARS. Eleanor Roosevelt, Edward W. Barrett, 
4 former Under-Secretary of State for 
Information, and Dr. Alberto Gainza Paz, 
former owner and editor of Argentina’s 
seized newpaper, La Prensa, were among the 
principal speakers at a dinner honouring Mr. 
and Mrs. Devere Allen and Worldover Press 
in New York recently. 

The dinner marked the start of the 21st year 
of Worldover Press, non-profit, educational 
information service which has been edited 
and directed throughout its 20 years by the 
Allens from their Wilton headquarters. 

The service has been used by Peace News 
since the paper was first published in 1936, 

Mrs. Roosevelt praised Worldover Press for 
“objective, truthful and fair” reporting of 
world news, and said it is recognised through- 
out the world as a news service which offers 
material that can be believed and used. 

Mr. Barrett said it offers “constructive and 
effective non-partisan service.” Dr. Alberto 
Gainza Paz praised the agency for its emphasis 
on truth and international viewpoints, and 
stressed the need of a basic philosophy, in 
times like these, based on truth. 


EGGS AND EGGS 


HERE is a wise saying 
which bids us not to 
count our chickens before they 
are hatched, but we at Peace 
Pledge Union Headquarters 
have to estimate our resources 
before we actually get the 
money and carry on in the 
faith that our members will 
provide what the AGM 
approves as a reasonable ex- 
penditure for the year. 

This will be part of the business of the AGM 
on April 24 and 25. We do not put ail our 
eggs in one basket, but allocate our sources of 
income between contributions from PPU 
groups and Areas, voluntary subscriptions, 
special appeal and the PPU Headquarters Fund. 
We have no nest eggs left since the deficit on 
our accounts for recent years means that any 
reserves we once had have now gone. We have 
expressed our faith through the allocation of 
£1,000 as the aim of this PPU Headquarters 
Fund Appeal for 1954. 

The old custom of celebrating Easter with the 
gift of Easter eggs gives us a special opportunity 
for appealing to all readers of Peace News to 
send us an egg for Headquarters basket. Of 
course, there are eggs and eggs. 

{ read in The Times that a hen in North 
London has recently laid a radio active egg as 
the result of a chain of scientific processes and 
that the egg is likely to be worth its weight in 
gold because of the use it can be in medical 
research. Egs can, of course, be put to all sorts 
of purposes, and even rotten ones can be used 
to express disapproval. 

We shall not be unduly anxious about opening 
any parcels on that account, because pacifists 
have better ways of expressing their criticisms. 
Other scientific processes have been applied to 
the production of powdered eggs, which can be 
conyeniently sent through the post, and we 
shall eagerly await the receipt of hundreds of 
envelopes containing your egg in the form most 
convenient to you—cheques, postal orders or 
stamps. STUART MORRIS 


General Secretary. 


Qur aim for 1954: £1,000. 
Amount received to date: £109. 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union should 
be sent marked “ Headquarters Fund,” to the 
FPU Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


Corporation would not 
manage U.S. germ factories 


TE‘HE Mathieson Chemical Corporation of Baltimore, USA, have 
refused an invitation from,the US War Department to manage 
reports the New York Times 


“three main germ warfare plants,” 
(Feb. 5, 1954). 


The reasons giyen by the Corporation are “the administrative and business 
problems involved, and the mass destruction the weapon would create.” 


Commenting on the report, a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
the Rt. Rev. G. Ashton Oldham, retired Bishop of Albany, writes in The 


Churchman: 


“This is the first intimation I have seen that the United States was 
‘three main plants’ for that 


embarking on germ warfare and already has 
purpose. 


“That. news is both surprising and shocking to me and doubtless to 


many more of our people. 


“When one recalls the violent revulsion and indignant condemnation 
throughout this country some years ago at reports that our enemies were 
using or about to resort to germ warfare, it is hard to understand wha 
could have happened to the conscience of America to produce this complete 


change of front. } 


Too high a price far. security 


“Iam still inclined to think it is not the American people but a few of 
their leaders who are so affected. If this is so, it is high time the people 


made themselves heard. “The wanton and 


thousands of innocent women and children is too high a price to pay for 
our security or for life itself. And as for democracy, it could well be lost 
completely in the mad scramble for control of these horrible and diabolical 


powers. 


“Do our people know of the step which our Government has taken, and 


if so, do they approve? 


“How can we profess to be sincerely concerned about the welfare of 
mankind if we resort to this fiendish method to accomplish our ends? ” 


In. the House of Commons on April 5, Mr. EmMrys HuGHes asked the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs if he would invite the United States 
Government to send. observers to the bacteriological trials which are to be 


British party 
urges 
‘‘moral force” 


“ P)ISTINCT from, and independent of, 

the two blocs there must be a third 
body—a force acting not for itself but for 
mankind as a whole.” 


This is the burden of the theme that the 
Common Wealth Party has set for its 12th 
annual conference at Easter this year. It is 
part of a document issued to the conference 
defining the party’s position on international 
affairs. 


The party calls for a “great neutral associa- 
tion of nations to further the cause of the 
Good Society by remaining outside’ the 
struggle of the two Great Powers.” 


“Neutral” is not however the accurate 
term to describe what is sought, goes on the 
document. 


Outside the conflict 


“To stand aside from conflict, particularly 
in the purely military sense, to remain neu- 
tral and let others fight it out is not only 
unworthy but unrealistic. It does not guard 
against ideological surrender to either bloc 
nor does it put forward an aim of sufficient 
nability and imagination to call forth from 
the peoples of the world the intensity of 
effort which they can be led to display in 
seeking the destruction of one another. 


“To remain aloof from the conflict is not 
in itself enough. 


“‘The question arises: ‘For what purpose? ’ 


“The answer lurking in the minds of the 
listener and beholder is ‘ to save their skins! ° 
Common Wealth does not advocate a ‘neu- 
tral association of nations’ as an unworthy 
comradeship of cowardice. The ‘neutrality ’ 
is a method to obtain an end; it is not the 
end itself. ke 


Tawards world unity 


“The nations which remain outside the 
struggle of the two blocs must do so for 
some’ positive purpose.” Whether that pur- 
pose be at first ‘conceived as that of a would- 
be mediator, that of peaceful world construc- 
tion, or as a foundation for eventual world 
unity, the purpose must, if it is to be worth- 
while, constantly expand until it becomes a 
conscious attempt to create the Good Society 
on a world basis. Because of the grandeur 
of this conception it may well be described 
as the ‘Moral Force’ rather than as the 
‘Third Force.’ ” 

Among the resolutions before the annual conference is 
one deprecating the use of ‘‘trick " questions at CO 
tribunals and calling for the sincerity of the objector to 
be the sole criterion to be applied. * Other resolutions 
suggest an all-races conference on the future of British 
Africa, demaid the ending of racial and other discrimi- 
natory practices in the British Commonwealth and urge 
an approach to the Indian Government to help end the 
war in Indo-China, 


Sent thanks to the President 


At the inaugural meeting of the Austrian 
Federal Youth Organisation, the President 
of Austria, Dr. Koerner, said that peace, 
freedom and progress could only be achieved 
through “the renunciation of every form 
of violence.” The Vienna War Resisters 

roup wrote to thank him for his speech. 


NORTH-EASTER 


I felt the darkness of Spring 
Even when it was curdled 
With scatter of cherry blossom falling. 
i" bitter wind of the world’s fear and 
ate 
Pierced to my heart, like the black north- 
easter—calling— 
Calling humanity. Too late to save 
From its self-dug, wide grave? 


PHYLLIS VALLANCE 


indiscriminate slaughter of 


carried out in Bahaman waters. 

Mr. SELwyn Lioyp: Two United States 
scientists are attending these trials. 

Mr. HuGuHes: Is every precaution being 
taken to prevent the poisoning which may 
result having effects on American fishermen 
who may be in the area and to prevent the 
bacteria doing any damage in the United 
States? 


NEWS FROM AFRICA 
U.S. pacifist’s visit 


(GEORGE Houser, executive director of the 

American Congress of Racial Equality 
(CORE), secretary of Americans for South 
African Resistance, and Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation secretary is to visit Africa this May. 


His purpose will be to study African 
liberation movements and to encourage the 
use of non-violent methods of struggle. 


His visit has been urged by such African 
leaders and supporters of the non-violent 
movements as Manilal Gandhi, Professor Z. 
K. Matthews of Fort Hare College, South 
Africa, Patrick Duncan, son of the first 
Governor-General of South Africa and K. D. 
Kaunda. 


Prof. Z. K. Matthews writes: 


“There is real danger that if the govern- 
ment resorts to the use of force on a larger 
scale in the future than in the past, the 
temptation to violence on the other side 
will be very strong, and the visit of a firm 
believer in the principles of non-violence 
would in my opinion have the effect of 
strengthening the stand of those who hold 
similar beliefs in this movement.” 


On his way to Africa, George Houser will 
visit London where he will have talks with 
British and African people engaged in the 
campaign for the defence of African rights. 


South Africa’s move to take 
over Protectorates 


R. Malan, Prime Minister of South Africa, 
: announced last week that he would 
introduce a motion in the South African 
Parliament to transfer the British Protector- 
ates of Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swazi- 
land to South Africa. 


These territories have long been coveted by 
South’ Africa. who maintains that the South 
Africa act of 1909 anticipated their transfer 
to South Africa. 


The British view is that the transfer could 
only take place with the consent of the 
native inhabitants of the territories and they 
have hitherto opposed the idea of the 
transfer for fear of coming under the 
“apartheid” policy of segregation practised 
in South Africa. 


Altogether 1,000,000 Africans are involved 
and about 293,000 square miles of land in- 
cluding asbestos mines, pastures and forests 
and prospects of coal, iron and hydro-electric 
power in Swaziland. 


Kenya Quakers’ appeal 


TPHE Friends Africa Mission at a meeting 
at Kaimosi approved the following min- 
ute which was sent to the Governor of Kenya: 


The verdict of the death penalty for the illegal posses- 
sion of ammunition passed upon Alfayo of Vihiga, 
Maragoli, has given an immediate concern for reaffirming 
our belief in the sacredness of human life which denies 
the right of taking life for any reason whatsoever. This 
belief is based upon commandment from God and further 
revealed in the spirit and teachings of Christ. 


Owing to their stringency and severity we believe 
certain laws dealing with the Emergency Regulations can- 
not be justly administered and executed and, by creating 
fear ‘and uncertainty among those whom they are trying 
to control, become more conducive to rebellion and strife 
than to the establishment of peaceful conditions. 


Therefore we request that clemency be given in the case 
of Alfayo Agufana. 


In this particular case we also firmly believe that the 
xecution of this verdict will greatly increase the agita- 
tion now prevalent among the Maragoll and other tribes 
of this area. i= , 
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Unlike most other countries, Liberia 
can claim a higher annual expenditure on 
national health than on national defence. 
This West African republic devotes 134 
per cent. of its national budget to health 
and only eight per cent. to defence. 
UNICEF and the World Health Organisa- 
tion are actively assisting Liberia’s health 
efforts, particularly in the campaign 
against malaria and yaws. Here a young 
Liberian boy is being examined at a local 
health clinic. 

Unations. 


STOP GERMAN 
REARMAMENT 


—Teachers 


From LORNA WEBSTER 
NDER the title ‘“‘Nazi bombs again on 
British Schools” Gordon Schaffer and 
Dorothy Diamond last week addressed a 
London open protest meeting called by 
‘Teachers for Peace.’ 


Briefly surveying German historical devel- 
opment Gordon Schaffer stressed that the 
over-riding fact of the present government of 
Western Germany was its aggressive nature 
and composition. 


If these people became our allies they 
would soon control the most powerful military 
forces and the most powerful industrial base 
ny eee creating in effect a second Hitler 

eich. 


In such circumstances German re-armament 
would be complete and incseapable suicide. 

Miss Diamond, a science teacher who has 
travelicd extensively throughout East and West 
Germany, pointed out that the Treaty of the 
European Defence Council envisages British 
troops in Germany for the next fifty years. 


Estimates of the manpower likely to be in- 
volved varied from between twelve and sixty 
divisions. With, therefore, a German army 
not forming part of the general European 
Army, there would be a complete lack of 
those safeguards governing the proposed 
combined European forces, so that the crea- 
tion of further divisions to keep in check 
the German divisions must become inevitable. 


Following the addresses of its two main 
speakers the meeting passed a resolution de- 
ploring the Government’s present support for 
German re-armament and calling upon it to 
reverse its policy and to re-open without delay 
talks between the Four Great Powers. 


A second resolution deploring the present 
H-bomb tests and. calling upon the Govern- 
ment to outlaw all nuclear weapons of mass 
destruction was also passed. 


Bromley votes against it 
overwhelming majority—83.5 per cent— 


AN 
= voted against German rearmament in a 
recent poll in Bromley, Kent. 


1,400 households were visited. One voter in 
each household was invited by the local 
Peace Council to complete and sign a printed 
Poll paper, answering ‘ Yes’ or ‘No’ to the 
question—“ Should Germany be Re-armed?” 


Of those approached 58% or about the per- 
centage of voters who gencrally vote at byc- 
elections, agreed to register their opinion. The 
total votes were— 


Against German Rearmament 635 
For German Rearmament 126 


A Public Meeting at which the figures were 
announced resolved unanimously to send the 
result to the local MP, the Rt. Hon. Harold 
Macmillan, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, accompanied by a proposal for 
a National Referendum on German Re- 
armament. 
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What is the Third 
|] Camp? An idea? A 
movement? A_ hope? 
Here A. J. Muste, Sec- 
retary-Emeritus of the 
American Fellowship 
of Reconciliation and 
a leading member of 
Peacemakers, outlines 
the idea behind it. 
The Third Camp is 
to be the theme of the 
WN Triennial Conference 
of the War Resisters’ 
International whic 


will be held at Paris from July 29 to August 3, 
this year. 

This article is reprinted from the War 
Resister. 


A THIRD CAMP CONFERENCE held 
** in New York in November, 1953, 
and attended by radical socialists and 


radical pacifists, stated : 

The Third Camp cannot at present 
be conceived as a united world-wide organi- 
sation or movement with a single ideology, 
strategy and goal. There is no single move- 
ment in any country of the world today 
which has been able to achieve such a degree 
of authority and prestige as to win the 


Blessing the bomb 


A GOOD friend among our readers has sent 
4% us a letter of disapproval about the 
leading article “The Church Should Look 
Ahead” which appeared in the issue of 
March 26. ‘“ Bitterness never gets you any- 
where” he says; and he describes the article 
as shocking. 

The article was meant to be shocking, but 
when we wrote it we did not intend it to be 
bitter ; nor do we feel now that it was bitter. 


We had to make our comment on the 
news that a new and more powerful hydro- 
gen bomb had been exploded. We regard as 
much more dreadful than the hydrogen 
bomb the rapidity with which decent people 
in the present age assimilate, and as it were, 
domesticate, moral horror. 


In a few short years the sense of guilt related 
to Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the sense of 
the dreadful warning these happenings con- 
veyed, has departed. The effect of mankind’s 
latest abomination is at least as much to create 
the feeling that these 84-year-old horrors were 
insignificant things, as to startle people into 
a realisation of the path we are all treading ; 
and there is the danger—if we are not 
destroyed before—that in a year or two we 
shall have numbed our sensibilities to a placid 
acceptance of the possibility of the monstrously 
dreadful acts for which H-bombs are made. 


With these things in mind we looked round 
for some way of presenting the basic question 
involved in a way that would produce a sense 
of shock, and our raising the question of the 
Christian blessing seemed a suitable way to 
serve that purpose. 


Surely, when our friend speaks of bitterness, 
all he means is that we are insisting on a 
harrowing dilemma that is present for the 
Christian who is not a pacifist; the fact that 
the dilemma is there and is a very bitter one, 
however, does not mean that it is something 
that the Christian eS right to evade. 


We think it is probable that the Reverend 
William Downey, the chaplain who felt that 
he had to bestow’ Christ's blessing on the team 
of young men, with their terrible equipment, 
before they set out on their atom-bombing 
mission to bring death to 247,000 people 
(according to Japanese figures) and cruel 
suffering to very many more, would have pre- 
ferred not to have found himself in a position 
where he had to choose between doing this 
and implying condemnation of the thing that 
was about to be undertaken. 


It is quite possible that Mr. Downey’s sub- 
sequent state of mind has become one that 
demands our pity in the same way as does 
that of the poor young man in the plane which 
dropped the first atom bomb and who sub- 
sequently found that he had to retire from the 
world because he had “lost his inner peace.” 


The weapon that killed so many innocent 
people at Hiroshima and Nagasaki was first 
created when a world war was in_ progress. 
The attitude of the Christian Church to the 
use of this weapon, for the expression of 
which the Reverend William Downey had to 
take responsibility, and which he interpreted 
as being that its use ought to carry with it 
Christ’s blessing, had to be taken without the 
opportunity for deliberation on the matter by 
the leaders of the Churches. 


We are now—at a time when the world, 
although not at peace, is not engaged in world 
war—equipped with a weapon which can 
destroy the populations not of small towns 
like Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but large ones 
like Moscow, Peking, New York and London. 
This weapon is being manufactured, and this 
means that it is contemplated that in certain 
contingencies it shall be used. 


When it comes to be used some Christian 
minister will have to decide whether and in 
what form the blessing of Jesus Christ shall 
be given to the work that a number of young 
men, who may be young Christians, will have 
to carry out. The Churches will be failing in 
their duty if, while they have the opportunity 
to deliberate and to give their ministers 
guidance in this matter, they decline to do so. 

To say this is not to be bitter. It is not to 
lay it down that the Church can only reach a 
conclusion that pacifists will accept. It is only 
to underline the fact that unless the Church 
can pronounce on this matter it will be indicat- 
ing that, in the most agonising dilemma 
humanity has had to face, organised Christ- 
ianity has no help to offer. THe EpiTor. 


THE 
THIRD 
CAMP 


allegiance of masses everywhere, and thus to 
put its unique ideological stamp on_ the 
Third Camp movement.” 


By the term Third Camp we do not mean 
a Third Force consisting of power-states group- 
ing together alongside or over against the 
two power-blocs which now dominate the 
world. For one thing, the situation does not 
permit the emergence of such a third power- 
bloc of the conventional type. 


A few years ago there were those who hoped 
that ‘ Europe”? would constitute or form a 
major part of such a counter-force. With the 
split between East and West still running down 
the middle of Europe. the near-collapse of the 
European Defence Community project, and 
the fact that if it docs come through it will 
signify Western Europe’s dependence on the 
American power-bloc, the precarious condition 
of the present regimes in Italy and France, 
and the rapid falling apart of the colonial 
empires, it is probably now clear to all that the 
time has passed when Europe can enter the 
lists as Colossus No. 3. 


ASIA 


It is occasionally suggested that the Asian- 
Arab bloc could fill this réle. Even if the 
Asian-Arab nations were firmly united the 
chance that they could fill such a réle would, 
in my opinion, be remote in view of the 
tremendous power the two presently dominat- 
ing blocs possess, thus enabling them to 
exercise a terrific centripetal force upon all 


lesser centres of power. But such cur- 
rent phenomena as the strong Communist 
influence in Indo-China, Indonesia and 


Malaya, the deep-going cleavage between 
Pakistan and India over the projected US 
military aid to the former, the unlikelihood 
that the Moslem world will accept Indian 
leadership and vice versa, and the Israeli-Arab 
clash, seem to me completely to rule out any 
possibility that Colossus No. 3 will, at least in 
our day and before the show-down—or recon- 
ciliation—between Russia and the United 
States, develop in this part of the planet. 


In the second place, were such a third power 
grouping to emerge, it would not solve our 
problem. It would simply give us a slightly 
different pattern of power, struggle and war. It 
would in fact be the pattern which George 
Orwell pictures in 1984 where, as readers will 
recall, he describes three powers engaged in 
perpetual war, for variety sometimes A and 
B against C, sometimes C and A against B, 
and so on. 


It is a new political, economic and social 
pattern, a new spiritual basis, a new vision, the 
world needs—not a variant on the old pattern. 
Hence, the usefulness of the term Third Camp. 


TWO LEVIATHANS 


At this point another comment on the con- 
temporary political situation may appropriately 
be made. The emphasis of much peace work— 
and this holds good of a considerable number 
of pacifists also —is on negotiations between 
the two Leviathans of our day looking toward 
their “ peaceful co-existence.” 


_This is an implicit, when not explicit, recog- 
nition of the fact that the two power-blocs 
do to a frightening degree dominate the world- 
scene and can largely make life and death 
decisions for other nations. To this extent the 
activity in question is based on realism. But 
the idea that negotiation from strength, which 
is the kind of negotiation in which the powers 
engage, leads to anything like durable peace 
is an illusion based on, what seems to me a 
superficial analysis of the forces at work and 
their accumulated momentum. 


This is not to say that tensions may, not 
temporarily be relaxed and relations between 
the two blocs relatively stabilised. Nor do 
we for an instant prefer overt war to such 
“relaxation” in the form of covert war. But 
if the two régimes remain essentially as they 
are, the negotiation and stabilisation will 
simply register the power relationships. 
Furthermore, as suggested a moment ago, 
power now tends to flow towards these huge 
power-centres or, to change the figure, one 
nation after another is forced to incline toward 
one or other of them, with the result that ten- 
sion keeps mounting. 


GENUINE ALTERNATIVE 


_ There has to be another centre toward or 
into which power may flow. But this depends 
upon whether, e.g. the countries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin-America which have not yet 
irrevocably taken sides and do not want ever 
to do so, have a genuine alternative to the 
American régime of capitalism or “ free enter- 
prise” on the one hand and Stalinist or 
totalitarian Communism on the other hand. 


The peasants of India, eg., must have 
another way of overcoming landlordism than 
the communist way, another means for utilis- 
ing technology in ways appropriate to their 
country than the path of subjection to Ameri- 
can or native centralised capitalism. Other- 
wise, India must eventually take one or other 
of the ways now open. If a Third Way is 
open, they will take it. 


Furthermore, the peoples in Russia and the 
United States and their respective satellites 
will then also recognise that they are not 
limited to the régimes now in control of their 
countries. Along such lines, possibilities of 
relaxation of tension which go deeper that the 
surface appearance open up. 


To put the matter in psychological terms, in 
a situation in which, as one of our brilliant 
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Some morals from Korea 


By J. HENRY LLOYD 


OUT OF ALL the conflicting 
assertions, propaganda and 
counter-propaganda about 
Korea, one fact stands out, 
clear beyond dispute, that the 
intervention of the” United 

Nations has led to vastly more destruction 
of life and property and human misery 
and disorder than would have resulted 
from leaving the Koreans to settle things 
for themselves. 


How did the United Nations, with its 
ostensible noble purpose of promoting the 
peace and welfare of the world, blunder into 
this situation? The possibility of further blun- 
ders of a similar kind, makes it urgent to 
enquire into the circumstances in which such 
tragic mistakes can be made by the one instru- 
ment we thought we had fashioned to ensure 
peaceful relations between the nations. 


First fatal step 


Attention naturally fastens on the Security 
Council’s decision of June 25th, 1950, when the 
fatal first step in the tragedy was taken. 


It seems unbelievable now that the supreme 
world executive for peace, already aware of 
the mounting tension and prejudiced propa- 
ganda between Russia and its allies and the 
United States and its allies, should have rushed 
into what is now, to impartial observers, scen 
to be an unjust onesided indictment, passed 
in spite of the obvious doubts of its own 
Commission in Korea and the protest of the 
Yugoslav representatives as to the inadequacy 
of the evidence. 


These reflections at once occur to the 
ordinary man: What does UN mean by 
“unprovoked aggression” ? Between whom is 
such aggression envisaged? 


What other circumstances, apart from the 
military evidence, if any, which might explain 
the aggression, are admitted as relevant to a 
just decision as to ultimate responsibility for 
it? 

On these points, despite the biassed presenta- 
tion of the news in most of our press, sufficient 
evidence has now emerged to show: 


1. That the artificial division of Korea by the 
United States and Russia—itself a product of 
their mutual suspicion and_ hostility—was 
chiefly responsible for the subsequent ten- 
sion between the governments of the two 
halves, but that notwithstanding this there 
was a substantial portion of the Southern 
population sympathetic to the régime in the 
North, 


South Korean election results show that 
the Syngman Rhee Government was only 
supported by a small minority of the electors 
and only retained its power by tyrannical 
measures. It was corrupt and reactionary in 
its social policy. The North Korean Govern- 
ment although also charged with repression 
of dissentients was recognised as honest and 
progressive in its social policy. 


Aggressive intentions 


2.That United States military and_ political 
representatives and the Syngman Rhee 
Government entertained aggressive inten- 
tions towards North Korea before the events 
of June 1950, and that the. North Korean 
Government might very reasonably have 
entertained fears on this account. | Ever 
since the armistice Syngman Rhee has re- 
peated these threats. 


3. That but for the artificial division of their 
country and the establishment of govern- 
ments which were in effect the protégés of 
Russia and the United States respectively, 
the Korean people would no doubt have 
settled their own affairs in their own way, 
possibly by a Communist Government fol- 
lowing the pattern of China, a right of self 
determination we are bound to respect. 


All this evidence points to a situation in 
which probably a large majority of the people, 
in a country arbitrarily divided against their 
wish, desired to be reunited and were frus- 
trated in their desire by the minority Govern- 
ment in the South, by the frontier incidents 
which were almost inevitable as a feature of 
this virtual civil war arising from alien 
interference and by this social conflict between 


landlords and peasants which weakened the 
national struggle. 

There is not a sign that this broad view of 
the position of the Korean people was ever 
taken by the Security Council—to the shame 
of the British representative, as well as those 
of the United States and other great Powers. 

The presumption is inevitable that the real 
reason for the decision to brand North Korea 
as an “unprovoked aggressor ” was the oppor- 
tunity to put Russia and her allies in the 
dock, regardless of the claims of justice or 
of mercy for the unfortunate people of Korea. 


Miscarriage of justice 


But this first miscarriage of justice by the 
United Nations was followed by further 
blunders, which greatly enlarged the scope of 
this international tragedy. 

The United States, being not only the most 
powerful, but the only one of the United 
Nations with armed forces near at hand, it was 
inevitable that they should be at once thrown 
into the struggle, be the main constituent of 
the UN forces and be under American com- 
mand. 

“Second thoughts” about consequences fol- 
lowing the branding of North Korea and 
perhaps an uneasy conscience, led other powers 
to be slow in supplementing United States 
forces and the war developed virtually as a 
United States war with only vague and ineffec- 
tive policy contro! by the United Nations— 
hence the provocation of China by General 
MacArthur and other United States politicians 
until she finally entered the war. 

If there is any moral which shouts aloud 
for recognition it is that it is impossible for 
the United Nations to function as a really 
representative or peace-making body so long 
as the United States—or any other power bloc 
—exercises an overwhelming influence in the 
control of its policy and actions. 

This would apply even if United States 
internal politics were more rational and stable 
than they are, but the hysteria and group 
pressure from which its foreign policy suffers 
renders the situation much more dangerous. 

Apart from the ideological conflict within 
the United Nations, which threatens to destroy 
it, there is a further moral which can be drawn 
from the Korean tragedy—the tremendous fact 
that the peoples of the Far East (and of most 
of the so-called backward countries) are waking 
up. 


Crazy notions 


The crazy notions of the United States that 
it can determine the political complexion of 
the Chinese Government or can drive a 
political. bargain over feeding the starving 
millions of India or “ contain Communism ” 
by laying aggressive hands or installing puppet 
governments in a string of. strategic points 
from the Aleutians to Formosa are new varia- 
tions of the old dreams of Napoleon and 
Hitler and lead straight to World War Three 
and race suicide. 

Even the belated schemes of economic aid 
to the backward countries which the United 
States is now considering, long after the lead 
of Great Britain, are not only very inadequate 
in volume but misconceived in principle if they 
involve any clement of patronage or inter- 
ference with the freedom of the peoples con- 
cerned to manage their own affairs in their 
own way. 

The wise and tolerant expenditure of a frac- 
tion of the vast sums now being worse than 
wasted on armaments would ‘transform the 
world, not only by improvements of the 
standard of life and prospects of the people of 
the East and elsewhere but in the relief of the 
present tensions and nightmares of destruction. 

The basic needs of China and Korea are 
relatively simple and we have done our best 
to convince their people that Communism is 
the quickest way to supply tham and that 
Western “ democracy" is a symbol of inter- 
ference with their affairs with bombs and 
flame throwers. 

The United Nations needs to regain its 
representative character and authority by 
bringing in the real government of China, 
despite the opposition of the USA. An equally 
urgent need for the welfare of humanity is 
that the progressive elements in the USA may 
gain control of its government and turn its 
vast resources from the hydrogen bomb with 
its threat of race suicide to the productive 
tractor with its promise of a better fed world. 
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Talking of books... 


By Robert Greacen 


Einstein: A Biography by Antonina Vallentin, Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 16s. 
stile Press, 9s. 6d. 


LUEDRALEOOE TTT 


The Face of Violence by J. Bronowski, Tum 
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in is rarely that * Bis Ss 

one comes 
across such an ex- 
citing biography 
as Antonina Val- 
lentin’s Einstein, 
recently published 
to coincide with | 
Einstein’s seventy- 
fifth birthday. 


Two things above 
all others have 
Stirred the very 
remarkable, _ pos- 
sibly unique mind 
of Albert Einstein: 
a passion for phy- 
sics and mathe- 
matics, and a 
passion for peace. 


al 


Those of us who have little or no 
knowledge of his theories of relativity and 
the unified ficld must take on trust the 
revolutionary importance of his scientific 
achievement. The living example of this 
German Jew must strengthen the belief that 
true intellectual greatness is accompanied 
by an equally outstanding moral stature. 


As long ago as 1930, when the Nazis 
were gradually building up their power, 
Einstein made his attitude quite clear: 


Anyone who can take pleasure in 
marching in formation to the strains of 
a band is once and for all an object of 
contempt to me; his great brain has been 
given to him by mistake, a backbone was 
all he needed. This shame on civilisation 
should be obliterated as soon as possible. 
Heroism by order, insane violence and all 
the pestilent nonsense that goes by the 
name of patriotism, how intensely I hate 
them, how despicable and mean war 
seems to be. I would rather be hacked 
to pieces than take part in such a revolt- 
ing business. 


Both as Jew and pacifist Einstein, for 
all his outstanding abilities, knew the full 
weight of Nazi hatred; more bitterly, he 
experienced the criticism of those German 
Jews who felt he had been too outspoken 
about Nazi ideas and methods. It stands 
to his credit, then as always, that he did 
not try to evade his moral responsibilities 
by a retreat into the laboratory. 


Irony 


Yet the irony of his life has been that 
the man dedicated to peace was also the man 
who wrote a letter to President Roosevelt 
on August 2, 1939, tersely outlining the 
results of certain experiments by the 
scientists F. Fermi and L. Szilard. Einstein 
told him that it would be possible to trans- 
form the clement uranium into a “new 
and considerable source of energy” ; and 
he went on to explain what this might mean 
when applied to the making of a bomb. 


This shame on civilisation 


Einstein thought 
deeply before he 
velt and so in- 
took the step of 
writing to Roose- 
directly pressing 
the button that 
called the atom 
bomb into being; 
he then believed 
that Germany was 
on the point of 
making an atom 
bomb and_ there- 
fore decided in 
effect to support 
the “lesser evil.” 
Later he was to 
ask President Tru- 
man not to use the 
bomb against the Japanese; but Truman 
gave way to the clamour of his military 
advisers. Why not try it out on coloured 
people while there was time? Everyone 
knows what happened at Hiroshima on 


August 6, 1945. The new barbarism had 
come. 


ST 


Single aim 


Antonina Vallentin tells us that in his 
study at Princeton, Einstein was “ over- 
whelmed by the immensity of the disaster.” 
The lesser was now the greater evil. Since 
then Einstein has had a single aim: to 
make clear to everyone what will happen 
in a third world war. A voice crying in 
the wilderness, he has reminded his fellow- 
scientists: “We must never cease to 
wam... 
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The biography of Albert Einstein cannot 
be finished for many years—not until it 
may be said with certainty that the warn- 
ing of a great twentieth century prophet 
was heeded. With startling clarity Einstein 
sees God and the devil contending for the 
soul of humanity. If we have any hope 
left it lies in Einstein’s remark that “ God 
does not play at dice.” 


Many readers may remember Dr. Bron- 
owski’s radio play, THE FACE OF VIOLENCE, 
first broadcast by the BBC three years ago. 
Mark, an ex-Serviveman who cannot rid 
his mind of the violence and crime he 
witnessed in a prisoner-of-war camp, goes 
in search of Crump, a symbolic figure of 
evil. In the end Crump turns out to be 
no super-criminal but just an ordinary man. 
“Violence,” concludes the author, “has a 
human face.” 


The text of this very interesting radio 
play is prefaced by an essay of violence ; 
Dr. Bronowski is a scientist who knows 
how to write. Unfortunately, having stated 
his thesis—that in everyone there lurks, 
behind the outward facade of kindness and 
good manner, a psychological tug towards 
violence—he does not quite tell us what 
can be done about it. 
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THE THIRD CAMP 


young chemists put it a year of two ago, two 
powers have become irrational, each “ meeting 
paranoia with counter-paranoia,” therapy is 
obviously required. This means either that one 
of them must come to his senses and risk 
mecting paranoia with sanity or there must be 
a third party which does not itself yield to the 


As this is a free Service, we 
reserve the right to select notices for 
publication. We nevertheless desire 
to make it as complete a service as 


From page four 


madness of militarism, an atomic armaments 
race, exploitation and lust for power and thus 
can serve as therapist. This is the réle of a 
Third Camp. 
This article will be concluded in next 
week's Peace News under the title: “‘ Where 
are Third Camp forces to be found?” 


Send notices to arrive not later 
than Monday morning. Include: 
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Street) ; nature of event ; speakers, 
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Letters to 


Tribunal procedure 


T notice that the Fulham Conscientious 

Objectors Tribunal often dismiss cases 
with the recommendation that the applicant 
should do more reading on the subject and 
give more study to the case against pacifism 
in preparation for the Appellate Tribunal. 
Sometimes particular books are mentioned 
which have long been out of print or are 
practially unobtainable. 


Is it fair to lead applicants to believe, at 
first, that it is their sincerity which is to be 
examined, and then, when they are before 
the tribunal, to express surprise that they 
have not pursued a certain course of book- 
study? If the tribunal has degenerated into 
an examination of intellectual knowledge, then 
surely a syllabus should be published for the 
information of applicants, who incidentally 
should be quite free to obtain special coach- 
ing for the purpose of “ passing,” as in other 
intellectual examinations. 


It would also be a matter of common fair- 
ness to indicate in advance that the testimony 
of witnesses is regarded as important evidence 
in the adjudication of conscience. The 
question “‘Have you any letters for us to 
see?” is too often the first indication an 
applicant has that his case may depend on 
the words of others rather than upon his own. 
Many applicants have a -pathetic faith that 
British justice will be at pains to lay bare 
their sincerity and are all unprepared for 
the rude shock in store for them. 


I have also noticed that special announce- 
ments are broadcast just before registration 
dates, giving instructions on how to register 
for military service. No mention is made in 
these announcements of the statutory right to 
register as a C.O. 


Is there not something despicable about withholding all 
this information from young boys fresh from school who 
believe it is wrong to kill? It is a form of trickery, by 
which our Government may boast of the freedom it allows 
to conscience, whilst taking every advantage of the imma- 
turity and ignorance of boys of 18 to cheat them out of 
their legal right to claim that freedom. 


I should like to see more members of the general 
public attending tribunal hearings to see for themselves 
what injustice is done. It is time the cry of ‘‘ Shame!” 
was heard from crowded public benches. 


ANDREW PEARS. 
49b Eagle St., W.C.1. 


Rattling good history 
feel that I must draw your attention to 


I your issue of March 26 in which Miss 
Phyllis Vallance has contributed a poem 
“Peace is Poor Reading.” Preceding the 
poem is a quotation ‘“‘ War makes rattling 
good reading... Peace is poor reading” 
which is attributed to THE Book Winpow 
(W. H. Smith & Son). 


I feel your normally high standard of 
editing is at fault here, for it is made per- 
fectly plain by the late Chester Wilmot, who 
contributed the article concerned, that he was 
quoting from Thomas Hardy. In fact the 
context was as follows: 


“The extraordinary success of war books in recent 
years seems to bear out Thomas Hardy's contention 
that ‘ War makes rattling good history but peace is poor 
reading.’ ”* 


You will, I feet sure, realise that many of your readers 
may be misled into thinking that this quotation is an 
official expression of the views of this Firm and this might 
well react unfavourably on its reputation. I would be 
glad, therefore, if you would be good enough to put the 
matter right in a future issue. 


W. H. SMITH & SON LTD. 
Sydney T. Hyde, Publicity Manager. 
Strand House, London, W.C.2. 


We are glad to publish this correction ; nevertheless the 
use made by Mr. Wilmot of Hardy's words, under the title 
“‘ War Makes Rattling Good History” offers equal justifi- 
cation for our contributor’s verse comment.—Ed. 


Kenya’s Constitution 


Q WING to my own horrible handwriting 
there was a curious error in my article 
“Africans and the Kenya Constitution.” 


34. PERSONAL 


April 16, 1954, PEACE NEWS—S5 


the Editor 


Eliud Mathu, the so-called African “leader,” 
was described as ‘“‘ making attacks on the four 


European friends that the Africans have.” 
Africans have, I am glad to say, more than four friends. 
The word should have been ‘‘ few.’’ 


REGINALD REYNOLDS. 
Chelsea, S.W.3. 


One man—3,000 delinquents 


FINHE late H. C. Kofed (Peace News, April 
2), broke new ground by his ways of 
rescuing derelict human beings and restoring 
them to self respect. Could not a group be 
formed to explore the possibility of starting 
a similar institution in Britain? 
I would be glad to hear from anyone interested. 


FRANZ ALTSCHUL. 
59 Glenmore Rd., N.W.3. 


No Socialist is complete 
without 


TRIBUNE 
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Place a regular order with 
your newsagent or send 2s 6d 


for the next nine issues to: 


TRIBUNE PUBLICATIONS LTD. 


222 Strand, London W.C.2, 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 


Pacifist Universalist Service 


3.30 p.m. Sunday April 18 
Studio, 29 Addison Ave., London W.11 
(Near Holland Park Stn.) 


Discourse by Mrs E. Hunter 


“The Great World’s Altar Stairs” 


AOS S eee Eeeteesereseeee”, 
Prd 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 
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Hake friends abroad 


TTT's lew eceat tours and centres are planned specially 
te help yeu gei know the felk amemg whem yeu 
travel abroad. Stamp please for 1954 programme 


INTERNATIONAL TRAMPING TOURS 
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Dept. PN, 6, Bainbrigge Road, Leeds, « 


Why not spend your Spring or Summer Holiday 
in the Lake District? 
Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, She Heads, Keswick, 
Among Beautiful Laka and Mountain Scenery. Offers 
Good Food, Comfort, Friendly Atmosphere. 
Ann Horner. Tel.: Keswick 508. Y.C.A. Member. 


GRASMERE 


In the heart of the Lake District. Rothay Bank 
for invigorating, refreshing hoalldays, easy walks or 
mountain climbs Modern amanitles, first-class veg. diet. 


Open all the year round. Write: Isabel James Tel: 134 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


YOUNG LADY, live as family, help with 


we reasonably can, amd therefore 
urge organisers of events to: 


Easter, April 15-19 
HAVERHILL: Youth Holiday Conference 
at ‘* The Mount." ‘ Planning for Peace.” 
Edith Adlam, John Hoyland and _ other 
speakers. Details from FoR, 29 Gt. James 
St., London, W.C.1. FoR. 


Sunday, April 18 
LONDON, W.11: 3.30 p.m.; Studio, 29 
Addison Ave. (nr, Holland Pk. Stn.). Pacifist 
Universalist Service. Mrs. E. Hunter, ** The 
Great World’s Altar Stairs." PPU Religion 
Commission. 


Tuesday, April 20 


MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 


Wednesday, April 21 


LONDON, N.4: 7 p.m.; Pacifist_ Youth 
Action Group mtg. 3 Blackstock Rd., Finsbury 


Pk. 
LIVERPOOL : 7.30 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho., 
Hunter St. “Is War Compatible with 


Christianity 2°" Speakers (offering distinctive 
points ef view): L. A. Morris, Rev. B. J. 
Biythe. L'poot Peace Board. 


NOTTINGHAM: 1.15 p.m: Open-air mig. 
Old Market Sq. Rev. Donald Pipe and ethers. 
FoR, PPU, 


Thursday, Apri] 22 

ILFORD: 8 p.m.; Friends' Mtg. Ho., corner 
of Albert and Cleveland Rds. Walter Sprad- 
bery, ‘‘ An Artist in the New Poland.” PPU. 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends’ Mig. 
Ho., Bush Rd. Denis Player, *‘ My Impres- 
sions of Spain." PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.11 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
Junch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 


Friday, April 23 
LONDON: 7 p.m.; Hoxton Hall, Hoxton 
St. (mr. Old St. Tube). Social/ Discussion. 
“Youth and Pacifism."" Refreshments. Paci- 
fis Youth Action Group. 


Saturday-Sunday, April 24-25 
AMBLESIDE: Area Youth Conference. 
Brathay Hall. Clifford H. Macquire, ‘* Peace 
and the Atomic Age."' FoR. 


DIARY 


organisers (and secretary's address) 
—preferably in that order and style. 


Wednesday, April 28 


OXFORD: 7.30 p.m.; 1!§ Ship St. 
Report. PPU. 


Thursday, April 29 


AGM 


LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. 
Ho., Bush Rd. Group Discussion, PPU. 
Saturday—Sunday, May 1-2 

MATLOCK: Area Youth Conference. The 


Briars, Crich, nr. Matlock. Harold Guite, MA, 
“The Christian and International Affairs." 
FoR. 


Sunday, May 2 


LONDON, W.11: 3.30 p.m.; Studio, 29 
Addison Ave. (nr. Holland Pk. Stn.), Pacifist 
Universalist Service Swami Avyaktananda, 
‘*Communion, Communism and Peace.’’ PPU 
Religion Commission. 


Monday, May 3 


OXFORD: 7.30 p.m.; Friends’ Mtg. Ho., 
43 St. Giles. Stuart Morris, ‘‘ America 
Today."” PPU. 


PEACE 


Cash with order, word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps In payment, excep for odd 
Pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
for Box No. replies : Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning 
before publication. 
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MEETINGS 
INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Bath. Every 
Tuesday. 7.30 p.m. Royal Literary and 


KING’S WEIGH House Church, Duke St.. 
or. Bond St. Tube. Sunday at 7 p.m. Fhe 
Gospel of Peace. Rev. Cland M. Coltman, 


MA, B.Litt. 

LONDON: 7.30 pm.; Ethelm Ho., ar. Old 
Vic. Social/Dance 3s. Holiday Friendship 
Service London Group. 

Scientific Institute. 18 Queen Square, Bath. 


All welcome. 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 
OFFERED 

FRESHWATER BAY, IoW, Dimbola. 
Brochure ready. Special 
Write S. Stoner, Phone 421. 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340. I. and H. Shayler, 27 
Hamilton Park, N.S. 

AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. 


NEWS 


1954 
terms April/May. 


by POST or from a NEWSAGENT 


Postal Subscription Rates 


Great Britain and Abroad (Sea Mail) 1 
Twelve wks. 5s.; 24 wks. 10s.; One yr. 21s. 


TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR NEW 
READERS: 


Home or Abroad : 2s. 6d. for nine weeks 


AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


India, Africa, Near East: 
Twelve wks. 8s.; 24 wks. 16s.: One yr. 34s. 


Australia, New Zealand and Far East : 
Twelve wks. 9s.; 24 wks. 18s.; One yr, 388. 


AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to US and ail parts of America, from Peace 
News US Sales Ollice, c/o American Friends 
Service Committee, 130 Brattle St., Cambridge 
38, Mass. (mailed on publication day) 
$4 year. $2 six months. 
New readers: 3 months trial, $1. 


PLEASE HAND THIS 
TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 


Please deliver PEACE NEWS 
to me weekly 
To M..... 


‘Newsagent’s name) 


Adadress....... 


Note to Newsagent—PEACE NEWS Is 
published weekly as a national newspaper at 
the retail price of 4d. It 1s obtainable by 
your wholesaler at the usual rates from the 
Publishers, at 3 Blackstock Rd., Londoa, N.4. 


CHRISTIANITY. Fears about death, atomic 
or semile. Are they comic, or tragic, or . . ? 
For free, friendly appainument ring Cuady, 
WEL 6036. 


ELIJAH COMING before Christ. World's 
only hope for peace. Wonderful book free. 
Megidda Mission, Dept. 7, Rochester, NY, 
USA, 

WAR RESISTERS' International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Hilf Park, Enfield, 
Middiesex. 


WHY NOT JOIN ME in a week's inexpen- 
sive tour of French vinmeyarda, wonderful 
historic cities, pleasufe chateaux? Write Lola 
Child, BA, LEA, FIL, 10a Orsett Terr., 
London, W.2. 


EDUCATIONAL 
SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (cor- 
respondence, visi, 5s. Dorothy Matthews, 
BA, 32 Primrose Hil! Rd., London, N.W.3. 
PRIimrose 5686. 


LITERATURE 


AMERICAN READERS. Save up to WU% 
on timely books. Send for latest list of book 
specials. Weilington's Bookshop, 346 Concord, 
Belmont, Mass. 

“BAN THOSE BOMBS," by Dr. Burbop. 
16 pp. illustrated pamphlet. 4d., plus post, 
from B. P. C., 81 City Rd., E.C.1. 

FOR YOUR MEETING. Don't forget that 
Housmans can supply all your literature 
requirements and quantities of Peace News. 
Send a_ postcard ta Housmans Bookshop 
(Peace News), 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 

QUAKERISM. Information and _ literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 

FIRST-CLASS  duplicating/typing. Mabel 
Eyles Secretarial Service. 395 Hornsey Rd., 
N.19. ARC 1765, Ext. 1. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
IF YOU WANT TO HELP PEACE you 
can't do better than give a hand at Peace 
News. Volunteers welcome for daytime work 
and every Wednesday evening. Write, cali or 
phone STA 2262. Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4 (above stationers, Fish & 

Cook). Nearest Tube Finsbury Px. 


children Interest in arts and crafts an asset. 
Foreign girl not objected to. Country lover. 
Cobbledick, Woodview Bush, Stratton, Bude, 
Cornwall. 


FOR SALE 

BARGAINS in printed stationery. Send for 
price list and samples, Tullett, 95 Woolacombe 
Lodge Rd., Birmingham 29. 

KCONUMY LAHELS 54” x 4$7 publicising 
Peace News ; excellent envelope Savers, 
Is. Gd. 100; 16s. 1,000, post free. Sample 
on request. Peace News Lid., 3 Blackstock 
Road, London, N.4. 


HOLIDAYS 
BOURNEMOUTH (Boscombe). Small Guest 
House near sea. H&C all rooms. Personal 
supervision. Vegetarian and ordinary diet. 
aaa Bailey, Court Green, 18 Glen Rd. Tel.: 


BRIGHTON — HOVE. Vegetarian Guest 
House. Central for entertainments, 44 Osmand 
Rd., Hove, 2. Tel.: 38030. Ralph Wahon, 
MSF. Osteopathy—Massage. 

CARDIGAN BAY. Sea and mountains, 
children welcome, wheleseme feod, 5 gue. 
weekly. Furnished holiday flat also available. 
Details—Trevor and Mary Jepsen, Bracken- 
hurst, Fairbourne, Merioneth. 


COME TO the Dolomites with the Vegetarian 
Social Club. Write Cyril H. Oliver, 7 Setborne 
Rd., Ilford, Essex. 

DEVON AND CORNWALL. Holidays in 
Frierdly Guest Houses. Dawlish and Newquay. 
Exceptionally good value. Excursions con- 
ducted. Illustrated brochure 11 free from: 
Douglas Bishop, "* Fairfield," Dawlish, Devon 
(Tel. 2151). 

FRANCES E. MORGAN, formerly of 
Coiumbine Guest Cottage, Uckfield, Sussex, 
can receive guests for short periods at her flat 
overtooking sea (3 mins.), at: 78a Norman 
Rd., St. Leonards-on-Sea. Tel.: Hastings 5711. 
Vegetarian, of course. 

HBATHERBY VEGETARIAN GUEST- 
HOUSE Invites visitors. Large sun verandah 
overlooking sea. Southway, Sidmouth. Tel.: 862. 

HOLIDAY FRIENDSHIP Service programme 
includes Bulgaria, Austria, Isracl and mom 
counties Europe. Send s.a.e. 5 Goodwins 
Ct., Londan, W.C.2, 

ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEBA, Sussex. Young 
couple have spare room available for bed/ 
breakfast, moderate terms, Easter onwards 
(booked July, first two weeks August). Box 
No. $54. 

SWANAGE. Vegetarian Gueat House. Own 
garden produce. Children welcomed. “‘ Wave- 
oey,”" Park Rd. Phone: 2804. 


EMRYS HUGHES, MP 
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SYBIL MORRISON 


WILL ARMS BILL BE CUT?) A lost opportunity 


THE H-bomb and its international 
repercussions have also had an effect 
on our by-elections. 


Mr. E. G. Willis, the newly-elected MP for 
East Edinburgh where for the first time for 
ages Labour’s majority was substantially 
increased, tells me that one of the reasons for 
this was Sir Winston Churchill’s unfortunate 
speech on the bomb and its reception in the 
House of Commons. 

The British public has been wakened to the 
peril of the H-bomb and what it means and 
has grasped the fact that in the face of this 
new menace to the world the Prime Minister 
of Britain is just dithering. 

Mr. Butler, too, has become a_ political 
liability. 

He has to find the money for the huge 
“Defence” Programme which provides no 
defence, and so cannot, at the same time, find 
money for increased old age pensions. 

So there is a swing away from the Tories 
and at week ends there is a notable difference 
in the speeches of. Labour MPs who were 
strong supporters of rearmament when it was 
introduced by the Labour Government. 


Explanation wanted 


In his speech during the Budget Debate Mr. 
Gaitskell pointed out that the Chancellor had 
called for economy in the Defence Services. 

Mr. Butler had said: 


“ During the coming year we must sce to 
it that we obtain some definite relief from 
the defence burden.” 

Mr. Gaitskell wanted to know what the 
Chancellor meant by that. 

“Is he suggesting that his control was not 
adequate last year; that there was, after all, 
a good deal of waste in the defence pro- 
gramme? Is he not satisfied with the way 
the Treasury have handled the Service 
Ministries? Does he still think there is 
room for economy, or is he determined, 
irrespective of the need or the damage it 
may do, to cut the defence programme right 
back? I think we are entitled to some 
explanation.” 

Indeed we are. 

And as Mr. Gaitskell is likely to be the 
Chancellor of the Exchquer in the next 
Labour Government we are entitled to know 
if he too is out to cut the defence costs. 

We are told that Mr. Butler is now planning 


JAPAN 


the evil and tragic business of stockpiling 
instruments of mass destruction. 

We hope that neither the Japanese people 
nor any other will think that it can im- 
prove its own position and help to bring 

ace to mankind by shifting its allegiance 
rom one atomically armed power bloc to 
another. 

Rather, we pray that the tragedy of the 
Fukuryu. Maru may serve to induce or 
strengthen in the masses of the Japanese 
people the determination non-violently to 
resist the rearmament of Japan at no matter 
what cost. : 

We write in sadness but not in despair, 
in a spirit of foreboding and yet of hope. 
We believe God reigns over his creation. 

We believe that as “in Christ there is 
neither Jew nor gentile,” so there is neither 
American nor Russian, neither Chinese nor 
Japanese. 

We believe it is the will of God that 
wars “ shall cease unto the end of the earth” 
and that all men shall dwell together in 
unity. 

To us and to you, to the United States, to 
Japan, to China, to Russia and all the 
nations ,the ancient prophet of Israel pro- 
claims his vision in this day when_ the 
earth quakes and the heavens tremble: 
“Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; 
for the Lord hath spoken: I have nourished 
and brought up children and they have 
rebelled against me ...Come now, and 
let us reason together, saith the Lord; 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as wool .'. . And it shall come 
to pass in the latter days... that many 
peoples shall go and say, Come ye and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord... 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths . . . Nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.” 


COVENTRY 


(] FROM PAGE ONE 


City was “ Coventrated ” for ten hours and our 
air defences were unable to prevent it. 

We refuse to bury our heads in the sand or 
blind ourselves with illusions, It is better to 
face the realities of life today with its threat 
of universal annihilation which will take place 
if we, and others, do not put the facts before 
the people and act to prevent the awful 
catastrophe of H-bomb warfare. 

It is not the waste of thousands of pounds 
of ratepayers’ money that is our major concern, 
but the possible wast of thousands of our 
citizens’ lives. 


@ from page 2 


FOOTNOTE: This week the Home Office 
sent a letter to Coventry City Council in which 
it said that the Home Secretary “ entirely 
disagrees with the view of the city council.” 
The letter acknowledges the need to review CD 
measures “in the light of recent developments” 
but says that it does not think that any changes 
“ other than changes of detail” will be neces- 
sary. The Home Secretary asks the Council to 
reconsider its position and hopes for an 
assurance “at an early date . . . that the 
Council do not propose to proceed with the 
intention.” 


for an election after next years Budget when 
he will have a surplus to distribute. 

But how far will the Service Ministers agree 
to cut their demands? 


Will the Air Minister be content with less 
bombers? 

In the debate on the Air Estimates, Mr. 
Arthur Henderson said we had not reached the 
peak in Air Force expenditure and so pre- 
sumably was prepared to justify more. 

What about our overseas army commit- 
ments? Are we coming out of the Suez 
Canal, Malaya, Kenya, British Guiana, 
Germany or where ? 

What will the War Minister say if he is 
asked to cut down army expenditure? He will 
point to our overseas commitments. 

Either they will have to be reduced or the 
expenditure will have to be continued. 

And what about the British Navy, which so 
many regard as a sacred institution? 


Powerful vested interests 


There are powerfully entrenched vested 
interests in all the Service Departments who 
will raise every objection to every proposal 
which means doing away with high-ranking 
and well-paid jobs. 

They are in the Civil Defence departments 
too. Look what alarm and despondency has 
overtaken the Home Office as the result of 
Coventry’s action. 

What seems quite clear as a result of the 
East Edinburgh by-election is that if no extra 
money is found for old age pensioners, the 
old age pensioners will and can vote the 
Government out. 

And would Mr. Butler, like Lord Randolph 
Churchill, be prepared to resign if he can’t get 
the peers Ministrics to cut their expendi- 
ture 

Then what about the Labour Party? We 
have no right to promise the old age 
pensioners better pensions if we are not pre- 
pared to find the money ourselves by reducing 
military expenditure and commitments. 

That means fundamental changes in foreign 
policy. 

Don’t forget that the Labour Party is 
pledged to finding money for social services 
besides old age pensions. 

And it can’t be done without drastic cuts in 
the arms bill. 


Where your taxes go 
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The outer circle represents the Gross 
National Product (the total value of goods 
and services produced in Britain) £14,563 m. 
The inner circle the amount the Government 
receives from taxation. £4,533 m., and the 
way in which it is allocated : 


1. “ Defence ” £1,640 m. (36.2%) ; 2. Debt 
Service, £675 m.; 3. Subsidies, £325 m.; 4. 
Pensions, National Insurance and Assistance, 
£413 m.; 5. Health Services, £436 m.; 6. 
Education, £307 m.; 7. Miscellancous (Home 
Office, Board of Trade, Transport, etc.), 
£737 m. 


That this House... 


would welcome an immediate initiative by Her Majesty's 


Government to bring about a meeting between the Prime Minister and the heads of 
the Administrations of the USA and the USSR for the purpose of considering anew 
the problem of the reduction and control of armaments .. . 


—Labour Party Motion, April 5, 1954. 


What has happened, what is happening, and what is to happen in the near 
future in the Pacific Ocean increases the chances of world peace far more than the 


chances of world war . . 


. 1 must also repeat that I shall not ask the United States 


Government to stop their series of experiments .. . 


[T has been widely stated, and even in 
Conservative papers uneasily ad- 
mitted, that in the debate in the House, 
on the Labour Party Motion, the Prime 
Minister missed a great opportunity. 


No one has been explicit as to what this 
opportunity was and what he should have done 
with it, unless a unanimous vote on a motion 
which in fact said nothing at all, could have 
been raised to the level of great statesmanship 
by a powerful piece of oratory from one so 
well versed in orations. 


The motion was, of course, unexceptionable, 
as soothing and agreeable as a bromide. But 
what great opportunity did it, in fact offer? 


The idea of high level talks is not a new 
one; indecd that very thing has been con- 
stantly mooted by Winston Churchill, for it 
is, of course, one of his own pet theories that 
almost anything can be settled by informal 
meetings of the hierarchy. 


These, according to his Memoirs, were very 
successful during the war, but, though the 
world is in arms, it is not at present at war, 
and there is a vast difference in military 
decisions between allies, and political decisions 
between enemies. 


Eisenhower and Churchill and Malenkov 
cannot come to any agreement about atomic 
and hydrogen warfare unless, first of all, at 
least one of the Governments involved have 
taken their own decision to make such an 
agreement possible. 


At present this is not so. Churchill has 
stated categorically that he will not ask Eisen- 
hower to forego the Hydrogen experiments 
this month. Does he think then that it is 
feasible on that basis to ask Malenkov to 
forego his? 

Many newspapers and other periodicals have 
said that Attlee made a statesmanlike speech 
on this occasion; it may have sounded so in 
the House of Commons, but it does not read so 
in Hansard. 

He asked that every man, woman and child 
should ‘‘ become acutely aware of the danger 
in which they stand, that danger which affronts 
civilisation.” Perhaps he meant confronts, or 
even said it, and it has been mistranslated from 
shorthand, but it certainly is an affront to 
our so-called civilisation, and it would have 
heen something worth saying to have made it 
clear that this country would not permit this 
affront. 

But that was not Mr. Attlce’s approach ; it 
was based in fact upon fear, and there was no 
righteous indignation apparent in his remarks. 
He stated that attack upon civilians has now 
become the primary method of war, but there 
was no conscience-striken word of repentance 
for our own part in the emergence of such 
methods, merely a call to recognise the danger. 

Churchill is not afraid because he believes 
that these weapons increase the “chances of 
world peace.” Attlee is afraid because he knows 
that the chances are certainly very “ chancy,” 
but, nevertheless, the lost opportunity was his, 
not Churchill’s. 

No one would expect Churchill to be any- 
thing but dead sure that fear is the great 
deterrent and to believe that agreement is 
more likely to come if we go to the conference 
accompanied by the weapons which can bring 
down the human race to the slime of the 
unknown, forgotten, primordial swamp. 

There was apparently no one, not one voice 
to cry out that it was better for that to 
happen than to sanction the method. It is 


not a call for discussion that is needed, but a 


THE ‘* BUT—SKELL” BUDGET 


OF every pound in taxes you pay, 7s. 3d. 
goes for “defence” and 3s. for 
“ debt service ” due to past wars. 

The smaller remainder is used for cost of 
administration and services in which you are 
really interested: health service 1s. I1d., 
pensions, national insurance and _ assistance 
1s. 10d. and the reduced food subsidies 1s. 5d. 

Between the Budget policies of Labour’s 
Mr. Gaitskell and the Conservative’s Mr. 
Butler there is little—if any—difference. 

Mr. Gaitskell, introducing his 1951 Budget 
said: 

“On the expenditure side it is a chilling 
prospect. I estimate it for 1951-52 at £4,197 
million, an increase of £939 m. 

“IT must allow for the accelerated defence 
programme. [ arrive at a total estimate of 
about £1,490 m., an increase of about 
£690 m. 

“It is no use supposing that Government 
expenditure is something remote and separ~ 
ate from people’s lives. 

“I know that this Budget will not be 
popular, but I claim that it is honest.” 
Mr. Butler is entitled to make the same 

claim, but he deserves more popularity, be- 
cause he increased arms expenditure by a 
mere £58 m. (instead of Gaitskell’s £690 m. 
and saved Britain from bankruptcy by re- 
ducing Mr. Gaitskell’s armament programme. 

The “Statement On Defence, 1954” (Cmd. 
9075) explained: 

“|. . It must be assumed that atomic 
weapons would be used by both sides. It 
seems likely that such a war would begin 
with . .. intense atomic attacks .. . 

“If no decisive result were reached in this 
opening phase, hostilities would decline in 


intensity and a period of ‘ broken-backed’ 
warfare would follow.” 


Is it necessary to be ‘“ broken-backed” 
before “hostilities decline?” What is the use 
of armaments and ‘Civil Defence” if there 
is no defence against the Horror-Bomb? 

The only defence is the refusal to go to war. 


The Budget debate revealed the surprising 
and sad fact that the Labour Party has no 
alternative policy to the “ But-skell Budget” 
which is dominated by the “defence” 
expenditure. 

Not a single Labour MP demanded a cut 
in arms expenditure. The biggest item in 
the budget was not discussed at all. 

On the other hand Mr. Butler gave some 
indication of a coming cut: 

“We must be up-to-date (in our fighting 
strength); but we must have economy too. 
During the coming year we must see to it that 
we obtain some definite relief from the 
Defence burden.” 

In the Pamphlet “Waging Peace” (from 
Peace News, 6d.) several mitoud MPs urged 
a change: “instead of drifting towards dis- 
aster, we should start waging peace.” When 
will deeds follow the words? 

Mr. Gaitskell was wrong in assuming 
(April 29, 1951) that “the £4,700 m. pro- 
gramme would be carried out without fatally 
damaging our economic life.” 

Should Mr. Butler get a vote of thanks 
for saving Britain from bankruptcy when the 
next election comes? 

Should Labour candidates be supported who 
want Germany’s militarisation and continua- 
tion of the arms drive? 

These are questions the constituencies will 
have to answer. FRANCIS RONA. 


—The Prime Minister, April 5, 1954. 


statement of the British Goverment’s decision 


to refuse its sanction, and to disassociate itself 
from these experiments. 

The public ear was never more ready and 
attuned to a high moral call, but the oppor- 
tunity lost in the House of Commons may yet 
be retrieved by the people. 

It is for them now to speak, and to speak 
clearly, with courage and with confidence. 

Through the pacifist movement this may yet 
be done. 


Colonial freedom 


(3) 
ing local 
councils. 

A central council of twelve members to be 
elected by the conference, would govern the 
Movement, one member appointed by each 
area council and one by each affiliated national 
organisation. 

Provision was made for the setting up of 
Standing Committees to deal with specific 
problems. 

Jenny Lee, MP, moving the adoption of the 
Poiicy Statement looked for progress by 
peaceful and constitutional means. 

She betieved it to be essential that a date 
should be fixed for the granting of self- 
government to ail colonial peoples in co- 
operation with their leaders. 
lt was for the people concerned in each case 

to decide whether they wanted the Kabaka, 
Seretse Khama or Jagan and not the British 
Government: nor should the Movement deny 
help to a recognised leader because they might 
disagree with his politics. 

Where there was violence it was for them 
to search their consciences to see how far 
their neglect had contributed to the deci- 
sion to use it. 

Mary Klopper, believing that there was 
need to state specific demands for Kenya, was 
supported by Joseph Murumbi in proposing 
an amendment to the Policy Statement which 
involved the replacement of the new constitu- 
tion for Kenya by one giving Africans the 
right to elect their representatives and intro- 
ducing a common voters’ role; a genuine 
amnesty ; the abolition of racial discrimination 
in land, and a scheme to make more land 
available to Africans. 


End the fighting 


The addendum was accepted by the plat- 
form, and the Policy Statement was endorsed 
with five dissentients after the chairman had 
given an undertaking that the council would 
make clear that the Movement was to be an 
inclusive one, appealing to people of all 
political and religious interests. 

The immediate issues involved in the 
Policy Statement included a call to end the 
fighting in Kenya and Malaya ; the establish- 
ment of democratic constitutions in those 
countries and in British Honduras; the 
democratisation of Nyasaland and Northern 
Rhodesia; the return of the Kabaka and 
Seretse Khama; resistance to Dr. Malan’s 
claim on the Protectorates ; and the termina- 
tion of British military domination in all 
overseas territories, including the withdrawal 
of troops from the Suez Canal zone. 

So on an historic occasion the first steps were 
taken to initiate a movement which will be 
linked with the movements for liberation 
amongst the colonial peoples themselves and 
enable the people of Britain to become 
partners with them in their struggle. 


H-bomb campaign 
FROM PAGE ONE 


Contributions and other offers of part-time 
day or evening help should be sent to Arthur 
Carr, Hydrogen Bomb National Campaign, 141 
Victoria St., S.W.1, from whom tickets for the 
meeting may be obtained. 

It is not intended to form a permanent 
organisation, “but simply to make our posi- 
tion clear to the world.” 


A special issue of Peace News dealing with 
the H-bomb will apear on April 30. 


THE CRUX OF THE MATTER 


% From page two 


of food and clothing, health and homes, free- 
dom and life for their fellowmen everywhere. 

Easter is the call to lay hands on this 
amazing world with all its vast possibilities 
and dedicate it and ourselves to, the glory of 
God by putting its resources at the service of 
our fellowmen. And though that involves a 
readiness to sacrifice our own interests, even 
to run the risk of the moment when good 
itself may seem to have been defeated by evil, 
it is what Good Friday demands if it is to 
retain any reality. 

To allow evil to dictate to us the methods 
we usz, is to enthrone it. But if Easter and 
Ascension and Whitsun have any meaning, 
they involve the absolute certainty that love is 
the one triumphant power in the world, and 
that out of the repentance, which will forswear 
violence, the new spirit will come, and the birth 
of the world community in which men will 
find the life that is more abundant. 


From page one 


councils co-ordinated into area 
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